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Dear Fellow Traveller:  

The partyôs over! Now that all the hype is over and the 2010 Winter Olympics have come and gone, we can all 
breathe a sigh of relief, reclaim our beautiful city, and get on with our lives. It proved exciting, even euphoric, and 
no doubt the city of Vancouverðdespite the colossal costðis better off now, with our new  infrastructure, stadiums, 
and Canada Line. Like many people sitting at home watching it all unfold on television, I felt the agony and the 
ecstasy of each competitor. For some it was elation, for others heartbreak. Win or lose, they had the tremendous 
satisfaction that comes with competing in such a memorable event. So many highlights! Must give credit where itôs 
due: Vancouver, the athletes, the organizing committee, the thousands of volunteers, and the security forces can all 
be proud of themselves. Well done! Go, Canada, go! The greatest legacy is our new-found pride in being Canadian, 
and the confidence that we can do anything we want toðwell. 

MY BELOVED AFRICA ðAbout 20 years ago I asked a friend of mine, David Wright, then travel editor with The 
Vancouver Sun, how much he thought an African photo safari would cost. His reply: ñAbout 10 grand.ò A typical 
two-week safari at that time was between $5,000 and $7,000ðconsiderably lower than Davidôs estimate. And it 
hasnôt gone up much since. Today many companies sell safaris to various parts of Africa. Some are cheaper and 
some are much more expensive, but few are as richly rewarding or as reasonably priced for what you get as mine, 
thanks to my hard-won experience. Africa has been good to me. It has given me some of the happiest and most 
exciting days of my life. I guarantee that coming on one of my tried-and-true African trips will have the same 
unforgettable effect on you. 

One of my clients, who, like me, is mad about Africa, and has been on three of my tours (Botswana, Kenya and 
Tanzania, and Egypt and Jordan) and is coming to Iceland with me this spring, recently spent two weeks in Hawaii. 
She says prices there have increased so much that she could have enjoyed another trip to Botswana for the same 
money! Something to think about when planning your next great adventure.  

UPCOMING TOURS ðMy Wonders of Iceland  tour departs on May 23 for nine days. I canôt wait to see with 
my own eyes all those natural wonders Iceland is famous for! At $2,999 per person, the price is slightly higher than 
we originally anticipated, but compared to other tours itôs still reasonable and affordable. If you donôt receive my 
newsletters by email, this is the first youôll have heard that this tour is a go. A pity, for itôs now full . 

Ever since I taught English in Colombia in the 1960s, 
Iôve been very fond of Latin America, but I donôt go 
there nearly as often as Iôd like. I hope to visit 
various parts of South America in the next year or 
two, including Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands, 
where Iôve already been nine times. 

This year, Iôm delighted to be going back to South 
America, and specifically to the magnificent country 
of Peru, which Iôve visited a number of times. I 
consider Machu Picchuðthe lost city of the Incas, 
pictured at right ðand Jordanôs Petra to be the most 
impressive of the New Seven Wonders of the World. 
If youôre interested in Peru ðAncient Land of 
Mystery,  please call Lisa of Collette Vacations at  
1-800 -468-5955, local 4098, or email her at 
lelliott@collettevacations.ca.
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No doubt you saw the flooding in Peru on television in late January. Despite the devastation, things are already just 
about back to normal, and my tour in September wonôt be affected. It seems that no sooner do catastrophes occur 
than they recede and become distant memories to everyone except those they have personally affected. Over the 
years, sometimes up close and sometimes from afar, Iôve seen almost every kind of calamity strike different parts of 
the worldðnatural ones such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, famines, snowstorms, floods, and mudslides, and 
man-made ones, including political upheavals, civil unrest, terrorism, wars, and riots. Thatôs life. If Iôd known about 
such things ahead of time, I may never have followed my chosen path into the travel business! You can rest assured 
that neither I nor my travel partners, Wild Africa Safaris and Collette Vacations, would ever knowingly put you at 
risk or jeopardize your well -being or safety. If something calamitous were to happen, we would cancel the tour prior 
to departure, if possible, and provide a full refund.  

We saw a relatively rare shoebill stork  
meeting a saddle-billed stork.  

Few people have witnessed such an unusual  encounter 
between these two large, exotic birds.  

We already have a number of  people signed up for our Kenya and  Tanzania Safari,  so if you want to join us, 
youôd better book soon. When we went there last October, East Africa was experiencing one of the worst droughts 
on record, yet amazingly, we saw even more wildlife than usual. I show some of what we experienced on this 
spectacular tour at http://www.skillansafaris.com/david -skillan -slide-show.html . To get a better idea of what this 
trip is like, you can also read my article ñOn Safari in East Africaò at http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters  
/african -safari.pdf. This yearôs safari will be my last Kenya-and-Tanzania combination, as I want to make way for 
other African tours, including separate visits to Kenya and Tanzania. 

The brochure for my Egypt and  Jordan Tour  is now out! Itôs the same exciting itinerary as last time, but with a 
slightly longer stay at the Dead Sea resort. Superb hotels, incredible sightseeing, and wonderful shopping are all 
yours on this incomparable tour. Two highly qualified local guides, Fouad and Amjad, now my personal friends, will 
accompany us throughout the trip. In case youôre wondering, no, you are not obliged to ride a horse, camel, or 
donkeyðthatôs strictly optional! Our short excursion into the desert in the footsteps of Lawrence of Arabia is made 
by pickup or jeep. The rest of the tour is in a luxurious, air -conditioned coach. To join us as we visit some of the 
worldôs most famous sights in these two extraordinary countries, sign up as soon as possible. Call Felicity of Wild 
Africa Safaris at 604-519-1615 or 800-991-6111 or email felicity@wildafricasafari.com  for a brochure. 

My Botswana and  Zambia Safari is still a tremendous bargain, despite the increase in price, especially when 
you consider thatðunlike other safari destinations, where we tr avel mostly by roadðin Botswana we fly everywhere. 
Not to mention the fact that just about everything is included, including laundry and liquor. We already have 
enough people to fill the January 6 tour, and to avoid disappointing anyone, weôre planning another immediately 
after it. If youôre interested, you must let us know ASAP, so I can confirm the arrangements. Youôll enjoy my article 
about Botswana at http://www.skillansafaris. com/newsletters/botswana -safari.pdf, if you havenôt seen it before, 
and photos from my last tour at http://www.skillansafaris.com/david -skillan -slide-show.html . 

My 2011 Uganda Wi ldlife Safari  has been changed 
from February to March. You can see photos from last 
yearôs trip at http://www.skillansafaris.com/david -
skillan -slide-show.html , includ ing one of a relatively 
rare shoebill stork meeting a saddle-bill ed stork (photo 
61 in the slide show, and pictured here at left ). Few 
people have witnessed such an unusual encounter 
between these two large, exotic birds. 

While many people visit Uganda primarily to see 
chimps and mountain gorillas , not everyone wishes to 
do so, or to pay the extra US$500 for a permit to view 
the gorillas. Luckily , Uganda has more than enough 
interesting things to see and do, including sensational 
game reserves and all kinds of strange and spectacular 
wildlife and birdlife.  

Iôm hoping to have a second article about Uganda on 
my website soon. 
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FUTURE TOURS ðIôm again mentioning the tours I hope to do as part of my five-year plan. Over and above 
Japan, Iceland, Peru, and eastern and central Eu rope,  which are coming up soon, Iôd like to visit Turkey, 
China, Cambodia and Vietnam, Thailand, Croatia, Greece, Ireland, India, and Australia and New 
Zealand,  the last either separately or together, depending on your preference. I also intend to do a two-week tour 
of Newfoundland and Labrador  next summer. 

Future tours to Africa , other than those already on the books, include Namibia, Zambia, Ethiopia, Morocco, 
Zimbabwe, South Africa,  and separate trips to Kenya  and Tanzania.  The challenge will be to fit them all in by 
the end of 2014. If youôre interested in one of these trips, let me know soon. Your input is very important, so donôt 
be shy about coming forward. Your voice could be the deciding factor in whether a tour operates. To help you plan, 
Iôll do my best to list my tours as early as possible. And please bear in mind that giving me your email address will 
keep you in the loop for special and last-minute deals. 

If youôre interested in one of these trips, 
let me know soon. 

Your voice could be the deciding factor  
in whether a tour operates.  

THE POWER OF PICTURES ðNeed help deciding which destinations youôd most like to visit? Go to 
http://www.skillansafaris.com/david -skillan -slide-show.html  and enjoy the new photos in my slide shows. Youôll 
see some of the lovely places we stay and the exciting things we see and do. The slides are chosen at random and are 
in no particular order. Please forward this link to anyone you think may enjo y one of my tours. 

MEMORABLE CLIENTS ðEvery so often I get back a newsletter marked ñDeceased.ò Last year, two of my most 
memorable clients died. 

Ruth Scott Philp  of North Vancouver, originally from Saskatchewan, passed away in December at the age of 
100ðthe only person Iôve ever known to achieve that ripe old age. It was Ruth who, as a freelance writer and retired 
English teacher, profiled me (see http://www.skillansafaris.c om/newsletters/newsletter -2009-spring.pdf ) and 
wrote a couple of evocative articles about my safaris and tours. 

The other person I miss is Jack McBride  of Victoria, who came west in the early 1980s after a career as a sales 
director with a large Montreal advertising company. He died last summer at 95. Jack and his wife Doris, who 
predeceased him by 10 years, joined several of my tours. After Doris died, Jack travelled with me as a single. For 
quite a while he held the record for David Skillan tours, travel ling with me 10 times. 

Ruth and Jack were both very helpful when I was struggling to establish myself and build a business in my adopted 
country . Ruth gave me some much-needed publicity, and Jack offered expert advice about how to promote myself, 
which Iôve always found difficult. ñYouôve got to sell yourself!ò was his frequent refrain. He often told me I was too 
modest for my own good. 

Neither Jack nor Ruth travelled with me in recent years, due to age limitations, but they assured me they were 
always with me in spirit. They followed the progress of my life in Canada with interest, and travelled vicariously 
with me through my newsletters.  

I LOVE LETTERS ðThe letter on page 5 is from retired 
teacher Mary Lou Pollard  of Victoria, who participated 
with her husband Richard, sister Bonnie, and friend Dieter 
in last yearôs safari to Kenya and Tanzania. Theyôre pictured 
here at right. Mary Louôs letter is so descriptive and 
comprehensive that Iôm including it in full for the benefit of 
anyone whoôs considering a David Skillan tour and unsure 
what to expect. It confirms something I have long known: 
an intense, satisfying experience becomes even more 
special after you get home and have time to reflect on it.  

I donôt solicit such letters, but am always glad to get them. 
Letters like this, as well as travelling with such thoughtful 
and appreciative people, and the many weird and 
wonderful things we experience, are what make my job as a 
tour leader so enjoyable and satisfying.

http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html
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ON THE MOVE ðFor many years Iôve worked with W ild Africa Safaris  of New Westminster. The company has 
recently moved to North Vancouver to share space with Travel Studio,  although itôs still operating under the 
name Wild Africa Safaris. The new address is #301 - 123 East 15th Street. The email address and telephone 
numbers remain the same. Please see page 8 of this newsletter for contact details. 

We convinced him to take a tour to South Africa.  
He says it was one of the best things he ever did, 

because it was very therapeutic  
and helped him get over his great loss. 

AN INSPIRATION ïAnother person it has been a privilege to know is Vancouver`s Allan Schutz.  My long-time 
client and friend is a retired forester, keen birder, and fr equent travel companion. In the  picture  below heôs on his 
twelfth David Skillan  tour , enjoying a South African beer while on safari in Botswana. Still going strong at 86!  

Itôs 20 years since Allan and his wife Grace took 
their first trip with me, to Kenya. That was 
followed by several more, until Grace suddenly 
passed away shortly after getting home from Costa 
Rica. Allan was devastated, having been happily 
married for 51 years. Although h e was feeling 
despondent, his daughters Loa and Maureen and I 
convinced him to take another of my tours , this 
time to South Africa. Today he says it was one of 
the best things he ever did, because it was very 
therapeutic and helped him get over his great loss. 

Allan has many interests, including gardening and 
photography, and he is an accomplished artist. As 
a volunteer, heôs been delivering meals on wheels 
for 24 years. I canôt thank him enough for his 
friendship and his business over the years, to 
which he sometimes jokingly responds that he has 
kept me in business for a long time! Heôs an 
inspiration and a role model to many people, 
including me . I hope Iôm still as healthy and curious as he is when Iôm his age. 

Last month I celebrated 40 years in the travel industry. It was March 6, 1970, when I set off from Londonôs 
Heathrow with a group of 16 Brits , bound for Expo in Osaka, Japan, via New Delhi, Bangkok, and Hong Kong. Iôve 
been in the travel business ever since. For many years, most of my clients were considerably older than me, but now 
many are the same age as me, and a few are younger, though some are still older. Today most are between 50 and 
80. They come in all shapes and sizes and from all walks of life , represent almost every profession, but are mostly 
retired, and range from first -timers to highly seasoned long-haul travellers whoôve been almost everywhere. 

Having led well over 200 tours all over the world, I know as well as anyone how important an extensive trip can be 
in your Book of Life. And Iôd like to help you make it happen! I canôt promise you a medal for participating in my 
tours or safaris, but I can promise you a life-enriching experience and a great feeling of achievement. Not to 
mention great value and a one-of-a-kind tour that few others can emulate. You have my word on that. 

Iôve been fortunate to have seen much of the world from both anglesðthe rough way (on a shoestring with a 
backpack) and the smooth way (on comfortable, first -class tours)ðand I like nothing more than sharing my hard -
won expertise with other travellers. I invite you to join me on a first -class tour soon. And please forward this 
newsletter to anyone you think it may interest.  

Yours in everlasting travel, 

 

David (Around the World  in 80  Months) Skillan  
Incurable romantic , ambassador at large , and gypsy at heart . . . Q




