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DAVI D SKILLANGS
WORLD OF TRAVEL . ..

NEWSLETTER Spring 2009

Travelling the World Since 1951 @ Leading Tours Since 1970

Dear Fellow Traveller:

On c e am sharing alfedv tidbits from my travel files 8 some personal impressions in the life and times of yours
truly, and the news and views as seen through the eyes of a contemporary worldraveller. Plus an update of my
tours and safaris.

| dm now home for a while 7 A st imulating| and
rewarding tours, to Botswana and Zambia  and then i s 3

to South Africa and Zambia . As usual, far too many
highlights to mention, but suffice to say everyone had a
good time. Among many thrilling experiences on my
latest trip was our record sighting of 62 rhino in South
Africa. And in Zambia, while my tour membe rs enjoyed
elephant rides and helicopter flights over Victoria Falls,

| got to sit and walk with lions! What a remarkable
experience! It is a new excursion created to rehabituate
orphaned lions, from small cubs to fully grown animals,
back into the wild. As you may imagine, | was a little
apprehensive at first. But after a few minutes in their
presence | relaxed and enjoyed a short walk with them
in the African bush! You can see me sitting with a couple
of them at the beginning of my slide show, at
www.skillansafaris.com/david -skillan -slide-show.html.

You may have noticed thatl always talk about the big game that we encounter on my safaris and seldom mention
the small fry that we often come across such as the busy dung beetle, the leopard tortoise, the chameleonand the
multicolo ured agama lizard. But make no mistake, they too are important in the overall scheme of things, and we
see and marvel at them and invariably stop to geta better look and take photographs. Did you know that the African
continent is bigger than the United States, India, China, Argentina, Western Europe, and the British Isles
combined? That helps accountfor its remarkable diversity.

Candt Dbébeentewyearsisince | had my right hip replaced with a titanium one due to osteoarthritis . | feel

like a new man. | can walk normally, run, and even dance againand most days | feel at least ten years younger than

| actually am. It was no fun walkingaroundwi t h a | i mp and ,#o,ta myeoccasiodahprograss g | a d
reports about this increasingly common ailment has helped others overcome their concerns about invasive surgery.

As 16 vsaid more than once, while it & not something to look forwardto,i t 6s not such a big deal

I al so c an granddaughtarseEvidy amd Watalie, are already toddlers. At 18 and 16 months they are the
most adorable little girls. When they were born, | was so excited that | wanted to retire immediately and spend time
with them. But of coursereallife d o e s n 6t  w o. Hdpefully, ik #he nbthoa distant future , in addition to
walking in the park, |l beé@ble to kick a ball around with them.

I must admit to a feeling of relief immediately after Barack Obama was inauguratedand he and his family moved

into the White House. They are like a breath of fresh air. | liked Obama as soon as he appeared on the political scene

and think he deserved to become pr edlthdmablemsfatlilghc ext t @unl h e\
off to a flying start and is youthful, very smart , and willing to listen and do his best whatever it takes, and for that we

should all be grateful. | hope people are not too hasty to udge him. Give him a chanced at least for a year. | also like

his slogan,fi Y e s , .®Aecana@mindset is a winner. It should be a rallying cry for everyone, everywhere
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Like everyone else | have been waiting to see what will happento the prices for tours to various destinations. |

would like nothing more than to say my tour prices have been greatly reduced. Butany pricerede t i ons webdve ¢
have been offset by the significant drop in the Canadian dollar against the US dollar, with which we must pay for

most of our tours. Be assured, however, that if a reduction becomesapplicable to any of our destinations, we will

automatically apply it to your invoice before departure. | 6 | |  a |os my welisite tas soon ad know about it. In
other words, if the price drops before we leave, you are guaran teed the lower price.  You have my word
on that.

No doubt about, it there are some great travel deals out there at the moment. But be carefuld they may not always
be what you expect and you may not get what you bargain for. As always, the best advice isbuyer beware 6You get
what you pay for. But do rest assured thatmy travel partners and | are committed to helping you make the most of
your travel experience and your hard-earned dollars.

As tourism is vitally important to many countries , particularly in Africa, parts of Asia, and Latin America, when you
book one of my tours to Africa you are doing a servicenot only to yourself, but also to others who are in great need.
Third World countries need all the help they can get, especially during these troubled times.

If the price drops before we leave,
you are guaranteed the lower price.
You have my word on that.

UPCOMING TOURS 98 All the dates and prices for my remaining 2009 tours are now posted on my website
(www.skillansafaris.com/david -skillan -tours.html ) as well as in this newsletter. My next tour is to Uganda, famous
for its primates (gorillas and chimps) and multitudes of exotic birds . We leave in early September.

A few weeks ago Melis sa Jo Kooijman  of Wild

Africa Safaris made a two-week visit there, and
returned absolutely over the moon and giddy with
excitement. Apparently, it took only ten minutes for her
group to come faceto-face with the mountain gorillas &
not nearly as long as shé dxpected.They also saw lots of
chimps. Melissa snapped the photo at theleft. You can
seemore of her pictures on my slide show
(www.skillansafaris.com/david -skillan -slide-show.html),
including a good one of her having fun with some
Ugandan children. (She has two young sons herself.JAs

y o lusée from her photos, the accommodations in
Uganda are more rustic than some places we go but clean
and comfortable nevertheless. The bird and wildlife in
Uganda aretruly magnificent.

Melissa also handles myEgypt and Jordan tours.

Details for the nextone, in November, have now been

finalized. The tour is 16 dayslong, and the itinerary for Egypt remains basically the same as in years past, but

instead of flying back to Cairo after our Nile cruise, we proceed directly to Amman in Jordan. There, as well as

visiting the famous Petra and Wadi Rum, we 6 | the BeaddSpa aadtJerash, the Roman ruins reminiscent of

Tur key 6 s E pmte-date ;fo abBub Wganda and my November Egyptand Jordan tour, kindly contact

Melissa. Her number at Wild Africa Safaris is 604 -519-1610, or 800 -991-6111i f youdbre. out of to

My annual October Kenya and Tanzania Safari , which includes the world -acclaimed Ngorongoro Crater, Masai
Mara, and fabled Serengeti where we get to see the great migration of wildebeest and zebra, is as popular as ever.
Sop ease do ndook doa soibe sare ef a place.

| liGelaborate on the tours | have planned for 2010 in my summer newsletter. Meanwhile, my April Hidden
Treasures of Japan Tour, escorted byme and my wife Yuriko during cherry blossom time, is creating
considerable interest. This tour is being handled by Collette Vacations , who have arranged for us to use tteir
local Langley, BC,office for inquiries and bookings. Lisa Elliott is the person handling the Japan tour file. You can
reach Lisa at 800 -468 -5955 (extension 4098 ). Like some of our other tours, this one is expected to sell out
early, so ify o u interestedy o ubitter submit your deposit soon. | nd also hoping to lead a tour to either Peru or
Vietnam & or bothd next year in cooperation with Collette Vacations. So gay tuned.
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I f youdr e joinitgiorme bfimy pursq flease rememberthat | vé led more than 200 tours abroad, including

far more to Africa than anyone else | know.Y o u 6 inlgoodbhands.l 6 ve often heard that a go
his weight in gold. Many people have also told me my tours and safaris are worth every penny, and the best money

t h e@eyeber spent. An extensive longhaul trip is a wise investment at any time. Why not maximize your return by

letting my hard-won international experience work for you ? Yo u 6njoy theebenefits and all the little extras that

come only on a David Skillan tour . Together,we 6 | | s e eaboatisaine of thewonders of the world. When the

going gets tough, itds ti me tlmvitgyoutojoin neeon aed mylife-emmiachimge nt ur e
toursin the near future.

An extensive long-haul trip
IS a wise investment at any time.
Why not maximize your return
by letting my hard -won international experience
work for you?

TRAVEL ARTICLES & | have recently updated and added new photos to a couple of my articles:fiOn Safari in
East Africa 0andfiBotswana 6 T h e ®lhce fior Safaris . &ou can read themby visiting the fiNewsletters &
Archives 0 page on my website (vww.skillansafaris.com/
david-skillan -newsletter.html ). You mayalso like to see
myarticledl nt eresti ng Ti nrewhichil n
write about living and travelling in the Land of the Rising

Sun.You ol | find it on the sa

WEBSITE 6 Asy o un® Hdubt gather when checkingit
out, my website is intended to be both comprehensive and
informative, and in its own inimitable way makes up for

my not getting my book Around the World in Eighty
Months published all those years ago. Last week |
rearranged and updated my slide show, to include the
countri es where | currently lead tours and give you an idea
of what we see and do on a David Skillan tour, whowe
meet, and the lovely placeswe stay, not to mention all the
fun we have. Every picture tells a story. My newsletters are
also now available electronically, so if you know of
someonewho would enjoy them, please provide me with
his or her email address.

MmN

P,
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HAPPY ENDINGS 0 | love stories with happy endings, especi ally when theyodre true.
from Victoria, was diagnosedlast yearwith the same illness Terry Foxhad, and as a result had b have her left leg
amputated. (It is entirely coincide ntal that one of my best friend s runs Vancouver Orthopedics, the artificial -limb
manufacturer that madet h i s proatlegisd) She is now fully recovered and walking well, and has sincecruised

to Alaska andtravelled by train through China, Mongolia, and Siberia. During one of my visits with her when she

was still in hospital , | met her daughter, Anne, a professional editor of magazines,websites, etc. It is Anne who now

helps me with my newsletter and website. This just goes to provethat we are all interconnected, and that what goes

around comes around.

Apart from the first two weeks in May, whedasttwodvéeksinbe expl ¢
August, when 1611 be in the Yukon, youdll find me at hom

Go well, as they say in South Africa, andsafari njema (travel safely), as the saying goes in East Africa. Please be so
kind as to pass my name and newsletters on toanyone you think may be interested. Many thanks.

Yours in everlasting travel,

e

David (Around the World in Eighty Months) Skillan
Incurable romantic, gypsy at heart, and roving corr espondent ... Q
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WILD AFRICA  SAFARIS
Proudly Presents
DAVI D SKILLANG6S AFRI CA

An Overview of Upcoming African Tours and Safaris
il speak of Africa and gol den joys . 0
~William Shakespeare, Henry IV Act5 Scene3
fl never knew of a morning in Africa when | woke that | was not ha ppy . . . 0
~Ernest Hemingway, author of The Snows of Kilimanjaro and The Old Man and the Sea
AOn safari . . . each breath you draw gives pleasure.
sense of wonder . . 0

~Elspeth Huxley, author of The Mottled Lizard and The Flame Trees of Thika

UGANDA WILDLIFE SAFARI

Departs September 6, 2009 Q 17 days @ $8,275 per person (sharing)
Often referred to as Athe Pearl of Africa, o Uganda is a |
Africads friendliest peoihdtencompassesdreahsaking fandscapess cui Y¥ouodl I s e«
Africabs Big Five (lion, | eopard, elephant, rhino, and b
different species of jackal, pygmy antelope, Nile crocodile, bush pig, giant foresthog, andt he Uganda cob, U
national antelope. Uganda is a birdwatchers6 paradi se, b

more than 1,000 species. Our tour includes Lake Victoria (the largest lake in Africa), the Ruwenzoris (the
Mountain s of the Moon) and the acclaimed national parks of Murchison Falls, Queen Elizabeth, Kibale and Bwindi
(the rainforests that are home to the mountain gorillas), and Ngamba Island (a sanctuary for chimpanzees). All this
and much more. To be sure of a place, send in your deposit  now!

KENYA & TANZANIA SAFARI
Departs October 3, 200 9 @ 18days @ $8,830 per person (sharing)

The ultimate adventure . . . the two most famous safari destinations in Africa . . . a romantic

journey that many dream about, but few experi ence. This tour includes the finest game lodges and tented
camps, splendid game-rich wilderness, and the magical Serengeti Plains, Ngorongoro Crater, Mounts Kenya and
Kilimanjaro, Masai Mara, Aberdares, Lakes Nakuru, Naivasha, and Manyara, and the Olduvai Gorge (the Cradle of
Mankind) . Take a balloon ride over the East African plains and visit a Masai village, the Karen Blixen Museum, and
more. The perfect tour for those who yearn to see a wildlife spectacle unrivalled anywhere in the world. October
coincides with the great migration of wildebeest and zebrad often called the greatest show onearth. Imagine warm,

sunny days, spectacular scenery, and amazing experiencesh ey 6r e al | your s onlLearrhmoe i ncon
about it by readishg Afi ©myev&baite.dhisitourican beeextended toconclude with the island
of Zanzibar or KERBorny@&@tdsmiCog adutCoarstt.hi s, our most popul ar

EGYPT & JORDAN TOUR
Departs November 4,200 9 Q 16days @ $6,995 per person (sharing)

Join u s in the land of pharaohs, mystery, and enchantment! This exciting tour includes Cairo, Memphis,

Aswan, Luxor, the Pyramids of Giza, the Valley of the Kings, a fournight Nile cruise, and the famous temples of Abu

Simbel, Philae, Edfu, Kom-Ombo, and Karnak. Visit the renowned Egyptian Museum, ride a camel, watch a belly-

dance displ ay, haggle for souvenirs, take a horse and bu
You 6l | tremdfied by the wildly beautiful country of Jordan, as we follow in the footsteps of Lawrence of

Arabia, explore the World Heritage Site of WadiRum,s ee t he Roman ruins at Jerash (r
Ephesus),dip your toes into the Dead Sead visit the extraordinary forgotten stone dty of Petra, one of the newly

named Seven Wonders of the World.l f youdéve al ways wanted to see one of th
civilizations, this is the trip for you!
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BOTSWANA & ZAMBIA SAFARI
Departs in January, 2010 Q l6days Q Price TBA

Youbl | adventur eomfmorst yomr tamids cexcl usi ve connoisseurés toc
12 participants. Descri bed by aficionados as AAfricabés Gem, 0 Bots
seasoned travellers. Masses of wildlife roam the woodlands, savannahs, plais, and wetlands of this sparsely

populated country, including many species of antelope (nyala, waterbuck, kudu, sable, eland, tsessebe, lechwe,

impala, and sitatunga), hyena, jackal, bat-eared fox, wild dog, wild cat, giraffe, zebra, hippo, and of course dl of

Africads Big Five (lion, |l eopard, elephant, rhino, and bl
finest places, where food and service are second to none. Accommodations are in luxurious tented camps . . . travel
isbyspecal | y chartered |light aircraft . . . game vVviewing is
Game Reserve, Vumbura Plains, Linyanti, world-famous Okavango Delta, and breathtaking Victoria Falls. To learn

more about this superbt our , atseanad TlieBndP | ace f or Saf ar Callpowwandplaceny websit

your name on the list!

SOUTH AFRICA & ZAMBIA TOUR
Departs March 4,2010 @ 18days Q Price TBA

Described as fAa world in one country, o0 the breathdt akingl
most diverse countries on earth. Our incomparable tour, which includes both city and safari, goes to
Capetown (one of the worl dds | oveli est -cenotwneewideries, Dape ban,

of Good Hope, Blyde River Canyon, Zuuland, Swaziland, sensational Sun City, Mpumalanga, Kruger National Park,

Hluehlue Game Reserve, and day and night game drives in open safari vehicles. Take in the scenic Panorama route,

and visit a penguin colony and rhino sanctuary, as well as the magniicent Drakensburg Mountains. In Zambia, we

visit Livingstone, the adventure capital, during a two -day excursion to the aweinspiring Victoria Falls, a sunset

cruise on the mighty Zambezi River, and a thrilling optional helicopter, ultralight, or elephant -bac k r i de. Wedl
fine wines, enjoy gourmet meals, and experience close encounters with extraordinary bird and other wildlife. You

can extend the tour with an extra three days at an exoti
Read thearticle AA Vi sit to Cape Town . . . On e Planfahedtly ¢ boakvsmant i t e C

... And Collette Vacations Proudly Presents
DAVI D SKI LIARAND S

JAPAN & HIDDEN TREASURES TOUR
Departs in April, 2010 @ 14days @ $5,828 per person ( sharing)

This journey through rich history and traditional cul t
Youbl !l wvisit Japandés first ancient capital at Nara and
Nagano, Takayama, Kanazawa, Ctu, and Kyoto. Stroll along the Ginza, wander through stunning Japanese

gardens, explore Meiji Shrine and Matsumoto Castle, and enjoy a cable car ride that provides spectacular views of
Mount Fuj i, Jap an dTsavehon thébalketttraimmrelaxint luxurious hot -spring baths, see traditional
farmhouses with thatched roofs, learn the art of origami, and participate in both traditional and modern Japanese
entertainment. This one-of-a-kind tour of the legendary Land of the Rising Sun takes place during the season of

cherry blossoms. To learn more about the country, pleaser ead Al nt er est i nagh i Tcihmeysoomon |J & p a
my website.Do n 6 t mi dsresene your place now!

ur ¢
t |

David Skillan is a w riter, photographer, and tour leader par excellence.He has travelled, lived, and
worked all over the world, including Japan,Kenya, Tanzani a, and South Affica.
with Africa since 1962, when he first set foot there.

Since 1970, David has hosted more than 200 foreign tours, including mor e than 100 to Africa d Kenya,
Tanzania, South Africa, Zaire, Rwanda, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Namibia, Egypt, Tunisia, and
Morocco. He spends four to five months of each year travelling the world, mostly to African destinations.

He has been publishing newsletters about his life, travels, and tours since 1978. Q
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EXCLUSIVE
The David Skillan Travel Collection
A Special Series of the Finest Personally Escorted Tours and Safaris
200 9
September6 UGANDA WILDLIFE SAFARI 17 days $8,275 Wild Africa Safaris
October 3 KENYA & TANZANI SAFARI 18 days $8,830 Wild Africa Safaris
November 4 EGYPT & JORDAN TOUR 16 days $6,995 Wild Africa Safaris
2010
January BOTSWANA & ZAMBIA SAFARI 16 days Price TBA Wild Africa Safaris
March SOUTH AFRICA & ZAMBIA TOUR 18 days Price TBA Wild Africa Safaris
April JAPAN S HI DDEN TREAGURRE 14 days $5,828 Collette Vacations
Tour prices are per person , in Canadian dollars.
Prices include all international and domestic flights
(round -trip from Vancouver, Canada ,
thoughy oucan makey our own flight arrangements and meet your tour ),
fine accommodations, most meals, and all sightseeing,
as outlined in the respective itineraries
Taxes are extra.
All dates, itineraries, and prices are subject to change.
Most tours can be extended at the e nds.
David Skillandéds tours are promoted and marketed exclusi v

Collette Vacations of Langley, BC. For full details about a tour or safari, including the itinerary and booking
information, please contact the tour operator indicated in the schedule above.

Wild Africa  Safaris Collette Vacations
Suite 104 Suite 6A
713 Columbia Street 5761 Glover Road
New Westminster, BC V3M 1B2 Langley, BC V3A 8M8
Canada Canada
800-991-6111 or 800-468-5955
604-519-1610 Extension 4098
africa@wildafricasafari.com lelliott@collettevacations .ca
www.wildafricasafari.com www.collettevacations.ca
Call now for colour brochures and detailed itineraries! (o)
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Portrait of a Travelling Man
by Ruth Scott Philp

A version of this article was published in 1986 in the V ancouver-based British Columbia Business Examiner. It
was written by Ruth Scott Philp, a retired freelance writer and teacher of English and typing who has travell ed
widely, taking a number of escorted tours, including three with me. | update and reproduce this article every so
often for the benefit of those new to my newsletter.

Striking a blow for the shy and sensitive, | am probably the least likely world traveller who ever lived. Shy and
sickly as a youngster, | was pretty hopeless at school. For years | was afraid of flying, and every time | went to
sead which was often d | was desperately seasick. It was nice to realize, after travelling all over the world and
trying my hand at just about everything , that | was good at something & organizing and leading tou rs, and
proving that some people will go to any lengths and overcome all manner of obstacles to achieve their dreams.
~DS

When Rudyard Kifyod damkgep yourdaadwhen @l about you are losingtheirs/And blaming it on
you, 0 h e s h o uelddrhenfigou may hastecthe qualities to become a successful tour manageé.

If you are an experienced tour manager, you not only keep your head,you also keep your sense of humair and your
perspective. You know there may be surprisesbut you are prepared to deal with them. You may find that the hotel
you booked a year in advance has been overbooked; the restaurants you were prepared to recommend have folded;
the weather has turned out to be unsuitable for the events you have scheduled.You smile, you give aTrudeau-like
shrug, and you carry on.

Skillan never regrets the challenge and adventure
of his early years of travel.
Not only have they shaped him
and made him the quintessential tour manager,
they have also provided him with memories
that most people cannot even imagine.

As one of a group of Canadians touring Australia and New Zealand | felt
fortunate in having as a tour leader a man who has been involved in the travel
business all his adult life. After performing the military service demanded of
young men in England at the time, David Skillan set off in the early 1960sto
achieve a boyhood ambition to see the world, carrying a pack weighingforty
pounds, and with fifty English pounds in his pocket.

The young adventurer attracted a fair amount of attention from the press. An
article ent i t Twendtieti-Cent ury Phileas Foggo |
1

fictional character, who went around the world in eightyd ay s . SKkii

journey lasted eighty months. He covered 500,000 miles and delved into ' o

strange, exotic lands and foreign cities, seeking employment to finance each F'a CAPE POINT

stage of his marathon odyssey. 34°21°24” SOUTH LATITUDE
8°29° 51" EAST LONGITUDI

Another ar flraelingMamd | men fii o n shasudedeveryS k .3OUTH AFRICA

mode of travel except a balloon. Hedoesadmit, however, that he once had to
give up an interesting job because of a tendency to seasickness. That problem
has now been overcome, but meanwhile he has flown with more thanseventy-
five airlines and worked in a dozen countries, including Japan, Thailand,
Argentina, Ethiopia, Ken ya, South Africa, Australia, and New Zealand.

N ey

As we flew in comparative comfort over the Australian Outback, Skillan recalled how he had worked his way around
this desolate stretch of country. He enjoys the relative luxury in which he now travels d riding a plane instead of
hitching rides, eating in hotels rather than making meal s out of cans or cooking over campfires, sleeping in
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comfortable beds instead of sleeping bags. As the comediansaysii| 6 ve been rich and | 6ve beece
bet t er Skillan 8aver fedgrets the challenge and adventure of his earlyyears of travel. Not only have they

shaped him and made him the quintessential tour manager, they havealso provided him with memories that most

people cannot even imagine.

One writer describedhi m as At he debonair f el |l owTwemyyeats mterlSlka d K atnwrst | e
image has changed. Whether he wears a natty jacket in a colar bright enough to catch the eye of his tour group or

the safari suit in which he appears very much athome, he stands out in a crowd. There isan air of confidence, of a

man in command of himself and the situation. We knew him best in a short -sleeved shirt, a khaki vest, a

neckerchief that was different every day, and the shorts and knee socks that appeasuited to the land Down Under

and that do much to show off a handsome pair of legs.

He enjoys the relative luxury in which he now travels

0 riding a plane instead of hitching rides,
eating in hotels rather than cooking over campfires,
sleeping in comforta ble beds instead of sleeping bags.

Skillan is seldom still. The life of a tour manager is a busy one. On longdistance tours, with many departures and
arrivals, he takes charge of all tickets, getting boarding passes and paying taxes, leaving tour memberso relax or
look around the airport. On arrival at each airport , he dashes outside to find the bus driver (or coach captain, in
Australia) , then directs everyone to the coach and does a head count.

As we approached eachhotel, he would make a last-minute announcement over the microphone, usually

emphasizing something that he had mentioned earlier. It may havebeenifi E a r | y seeeatbmorroa thorning.

Bags out before breakfast. The coach leaves aight-thirty . 0 s@netimesitwasfi Tomor r ow i06 +Fg nhieg hstu
then have described what we could see and give suggestions on what to do, where to eat, and where to shop. He

likes to see that his people get the most for their money. Perhaps he remembers when he had to count his pennies.

When t he dsoyed Davidmay ke seen swimming in the pool or on the beach, striding over the
countryside or along a city street, or running to snap just the right picture , which might turn up in a magazine
illustrating one of his many articles. One might expect him to be blasé, but there is a youthful enthusiasm in his
expressions of delight in a breathtaking sunset, a gorgeous valley nestled between volcanic hills, or even a lovely
sunny day. fAArenét we lisshowkhe ofterogrettsamesvddyhi s weat her ?20

It takes a little while to get to know David Skillan. Under an insouciant facade , he hides a core of sensitivity and old
fashioned sentiment. He likes to joke and tease members of his group, but he senses if anybody is unhappy, and
when someone is in difficulty he is helpful and sympathetic. His romantic
nature becomes evident when he speaks of his meeting the beautiful Tokye
born Yuriko, followed by a two -year courtship and a traditional Japanese
wedding. He is now the proud father of two lovely daughters, Julie and Jane,
and grandfather of two small granddaughters, Emily and Natalie.

David Skillan is now a Canadian citizen, but his first few years here were
perhaps nearly as difficult and challenging as his time spent wandering in
foreign lands. In spite of a prepossessing appearance and obvious education,
he had more than his share of problems and obstacles. It is a tribute to his
perseverance and willingness to turn his hand to any kind of work that he

has been able to parlay his love of travel and his interest in people into a
successful career in the travel industry.

David never forgets the friends he made on his early travelsd the people who
picked up the young wayfarer and sometimes offered him the hospitality of
their homes. He has tried to give back ssme of this help to others and to
people who have traveled with him.

As | watched him stand, feet braced on the deck of a steamergazing at the
horizon, while on anothertour wi th him in the Far East, I t houghheagleof t
eyes/ He star'd at the Pacific.0 Perhaps this is just th
know what he was thinking and whether he wished himself back in the days when life was unpredictable and

tomorrow always brought something unexpected. Q

h
e
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Excerpts from Recent Em  ails, Cards, and Letters

fEnjoyed South Africa and Zambiad our first trip to Africa d immensely. Thejetl ag wasnét bad. We | o
getting your spring newsletter and checking out your website for future trips. o
~Mary & Rick H. (Surrey, BC)

APl ease count me in on next yeards cherry blossom tour.
~Lois W. (Sechelt, BC)

Ail't 1l ooks |like your tour schedule and our vagiatrestedinpl ans

your Egypt and Jordan tour, as well as Japan. Pl ease add
~Anne W. and Brian M. (Calgary, AB)

AOh, my goodness, | 6dm green with envy! My heart yearns f

ar e e n o wvasoceslone Hedya and Tanzania and Egypt and Jordan with you, but the first one | still

remember in perfect detail, al most every minute of it!o

~Sally S. (Edmonton, AB)

AYour passion and knowledge radiate

fCandét say enough alhdutZzatmbe aSd wtulr , Afamidcasa o gl ad the trip

hooked. I can see why itdéds one of your favorite trips. TI

fabulous, and | particularly liked the great variety of thingstosee and do, with so many g¢game
~Robyn L. (North Vancouver, BC)

Al | ook forward to your newsletters. Thank you for keepi

Agat ha Ch r-seling boelkdDeathbop thet Nile, and noted that it was filmed in Egypt. | was thrilled to

recogni ze many of the famous sites from my trip there wi:
~Pat M. (Ottawa, ON)

AEvery time we hear from you, we are reminded of our awe:
wesawar ecord number of animals, including big cats. Only o
~Eric and Beverly D. (Vancouver, BC)

(My record for lion is 86 in Kenya and 90 in Tanzania. Botswana holds my record for leopard 8 six on one tripd
and South Africa for rhino & more than 60 on my most recent tour. ~DS)

Al am sitting at home watching a documentary about the S
there with you (as well as South Africa and Egypt). Now we are wondering where to go next. We did a Panama

cruise awhile ago, but it was a bit boring. Uganda and J:
soon! o

~Lois and Norm B. (New Westminster, BC)

=13

My mot her and | are still drool i ngHopetedecidelny maxtwaeg coo mi ng U
~Vicki S. (Prince George, BC)

irfhanks so much for the DVD of our Egypt and Jordan tour.
going down memory lane and reliving each awesome moment. You have no idea how much | would like tojoin your
next Botswana tour. Pray that the market rebounds and makes considerable gainsb

~Diane M. (Vancouver, BC)

ACompli ments on a great newsl etter, one in which your pa:
participated in any of your tours , because we prefer to travel solo, if we were to take a tour, yours would be a top
choice. o0

~Lis W. (West Vancouver, BC)

(As I 6ve pointed oudonaweh-ambeni pédtt mes, agd ydodnlaloushe very
one, and ygoan&hothern-BS) ©r
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This newsletter comes to you with our compliments.

It is intended to create a greater awareness of the world we live in, to promote worldwide travel and tourism, and to
motivate you to get up and go.

Leave your worries behind ,andge tgoing ! Q

Tour members enjoy a sundowner i n inSvamgh 2009Af ri cads Kruger Nat

Relive your exciting journey
with our exclusive, customized souvenir video!

A 90- to 120-minute DVD or videotape of your tour includes the sights y o u 8eergthe placesy o u ®isited, and
the major highlights and adventures y o u énjoged.

Featuring you and your fellow tour members in exotic locales, the video or DVD is available at the end of your trip
for a nominal sum. It provides a comprehensive record d your trip and makes a cherished family memento.

fWwe now have three of your video productionsd Kenya, Thailand, and Ecuadord and to us they are absolutely

pricelesslo Mi c hael and Pat L. o fiAnBtime wedekljike goBighack,we cahpky them ante .
relive all those awesome experiencesd Q

Points to Ponder

fiYou must be the change you wish to see in the worldd
~Mahatma Ghandi
fWe are here to add what we can to life, not to get what we can from life 0
~William Osler
fiHow wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world .0

~Anne Frank

David Skill anés TrlLaveI Enterprises
#123 1 2083 West 33 " Avenue

Vancouver, BC V6M 4M6

604 -261 -4656

davids killan@skillansafaris.com

www.skillansafaris.com

ARnAdventure is the champagne of | ife!
~G. K. Chesterton

10 Bringing People Together Through Travel Spring 2009


mailto:davidskillan@skillansafaris.com
http://www.skillansafaris.com/

