BOTSWANA 0 THE Al No PLACE FOR SAFAR
by David Skillan

Bob Hope and Bing Crosliyncefishedthere. Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton got martiede the second
time. Where?n Maun, a onc®bscure, isolated town on the banksadfibutary ofthe Okavang River in
Botswana, southern Africa.

In recentyears, Botswana has become a favourite safari destinatiérica aficionadosthanks tats sustainable
tourism luxurious tented campand daily game drives in open safari vehigisted by highly qudified local

guides The authorities wisely acknowledteat they wanhigh-end touristsrather than budget travets.

Botswana has also become better known through a series of widely read mystery novels by Alexander McCall
Smith, the most popular beifgh e No. 1 L adi e ¥eb deBpad the intiuk of @sitofsdremmacoynd
the world, most of the country remaitegally unspoiled.

Formerly the British Protectorate of Bechuanaland,
Botswana used to be a relatively poor courknpwn
mainly for its cattle industry anis famous Kalahari
Desert Todayit is bestknown for its diamond, tourism
and manufacturing industriess well ador its peace
and tranquility Thanks tahese favarable factors and
stable governmenBotswanas one of Afrc a great
success stories.

Entirely landlockedBotswanas bordered in the south
and east by the Republ South Africa,in the

northeast by Zimbabweand in the north and west by
Namibia It covers220,000 square milesvhich is
comparable to the ist@l of Madagascaits climate is
subtropicalUnlike many African countries, which are
hilly or mountainous, Botswana is mostly flat and
dotted with grey termite hills, some as high as houses.
The capital city, Gaborone, which was literally hacked ouhetiush in the early 1960s, is the largest town
Botswanafollowed by Francistown.

Severahativetribes the largest beinthe Tswanamake up the& o u n populatios ofnearly twomillion,
includingthefew-andfar-betweerBushmenwho inhabit the Kkhari(now called the San people and, sadling
out) and several thousar@Chucasians, mostly from South AfricBhe official language is Englisvith Setswana
the most widely spoken African languadédter independence from the British in 19@#Be first prime minister and
subsequerpresident of the Republic of Botswanas Sir Seretse Khamaformer paramounthief andleader in
theindependencmovementvho went to Oxford to study law andade headlines in 194#henhe married Ruth
Williams, an Engish womanBoth are now deceasetioday, their eldest sp Seretse lan Khamé#&ormer vice
presidenpf the countryandhead of théBotswana Defence Forcas well as @edicated conservationiss the
presidenthaving taken over the roie 2008from the internationally respectdeestus Moge.

The country is dominated by the vast Kalahari Desert in the southwest, the Okavango Delta in the nanithwest
the Makgadikgadi, a massive salt pan, in the ndmtthe northeast lie the Chobe and LinydBdimeReserves

with a diversity of habitat and famed fibreir predators and large concentrations of wildlife. ChNl&onalParkis
named after the Choliiver, one of the main tributaries of the Zambezgla?0-dninutedrive fromthe town of
Livingstoneé® Zanmb i adiasi cap@ld andthe worldfamous Victoria Falls.

In the extreme northeast lies the area known as NgamilMmasemain feature is the Okavango River. Rising in
Angola, this considerable riveissipatesnost of its flow into 6,500 square milestbédesert to fornthe
OkavangdDelta, or Okavang&wamp This inland deltasoonto become a World Heritaggte, consists of open
floodplains, waterways, marshlands, dry acacia, mopane woodland, riverineaackapergrasslanddt is home
to hippo, cocodile, the Big Five, mangpecies oaintelopgincludingsable, kudu, waterbuck, impala, eland,
tsessebe, lechwand sitatungg buffalo, wildebeest, zebra, giraffe, hyeaadwarthog as well as the big cats,
leopard, lionand cheetah. Nocturnal etaires includeéhecivet, servgland genet cats, busélies, porcupineand
the seldom seen aardvark and aardwidtfs is alsaa birdwatcleré paradisewith no fewer than 350 specjes
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including thehammerkoptawny eaglebateleur pale chantinggoshawk crested francolinblue crane,saldle-billed
stork, Africanjacanagrey lourie, malachitekingfisher,carminebeeeater trumpetethornbill, cresedbarbet and
thenot-oftenseenP e Ifighing owl.

Maun, an insignificantsleepy little towrconsistingof just a few wood and metal buildings whiirst went there,
isa stoneds throw f r oodayitifinet maah bigger but slightty Bvelisawdthe gentre af
Botswanéd s safari and tourism industry.

Big-game huntingnow long restricteld and, if President Khama has his way, soon to be idegakd to be one of

the country6s moBetweeshe midi®0s(ater Kemysa and Tanzrschievedndependendge

andthe mid1970s several wellknown East Africansincluding Harry @ | by , Kenyabés most fam
expanded into the regida estaltish their own hunting camp3heyhave since been replaced by phsédari

companies and exclusive tented camjib romantiesounding namelike Duma Tau, SavutKwetsani, Xigera,

Little Mombo, andViacaoo.

Set among mahogany, efg marula, and tamarind trees,
thecamps are artfully constructed
to blendinto their natural surroundings
while offering every amenity under the sun.

Thesafaricampsaredotted througbut the country
with the majority in.the
Picturesque anihvariably set among mahogany, ebon
marulg and tamarind treegheyare artfully constructed
to blend into their natural surroundings while offering
every amenity under the sunhéxrful,well-trained

local people prepare gourmet meals, psundowners
and attend tahundred and one other dutieseating
exclusive and intimate atmospheres that accommoda
10 to 30 guests he bedrooms and bathroodnsith
eitherindoor or outside showgrand some withbothd
are comfortable anldixurious somewith privateplunge
pools andorivatebalconiesor verandah. Youcan sit
quietly with your binoculars and watch a pride of lion
colourful birds, either upcloseor in the distance.

The spacious raus are connected to opptan lounge and dining arehy elevated wooden walkways, some mere
centimeters off the groundnd othershree or four meters higlo allow big game to pass benedflome nightfall
campfiresinvite everyondo relaxafter dinne with gin and tonis or whiskey sous, swapping stories about the
daybés event s.

All meals are included during your twor threeday stay, as well as
snacks such as sausage rolls and biltong (beef jerky) on game drives
and all liquor, bottled wateandsoft drinks. The camps also supply
sunscreeninsect repednt, flashlights, umbrellaand poncho$or the
occasiomal shower blankets forcold morning game drivaa winter,
and daily laundrywhich alows youto takeminimalluggage. Just as
well, for the aircraft taking you from camp to camp, usually a-five
seater Cessna 206 ol 2seateiCessna Caravan, has strict weight
restrictions. Depending on which ones you choose, the ¢avhjis
remote all have their own osharedairstrips, and argisttenminutes to
aboutanhourapart

A typical day on safamstarts with &nock on your dooby your driver
guidearoundf i v e daolicevéddoy akquick showeand thertea,
coffeg anda continental breakft of juice, fresh fruitjustbaked
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muffins, toastand marmalade, yagt, andcereal or porridge in the dining arée dawn breakghe chirping
chorus of birds begins, an orange sunrise slowly appsaisa multicoloured sky fills theorizon

Bysi x oyadrcek of f -eyedtdtivery o
guide inanopen safari vehicleShortly into the drive
youd rbaesy shooting closaps of elephantbuffalo, water
buck zebraand if y o u \ery éortunate, leopard and
cheetah. Hlfway through youthree to fourhour game
drive,y o usbop ih a safe spdor a snack andoffee or
hot chocolate

Or, instead of a game drive, you might choaseat ride.
You can take &gaunch through the waterwagys enjoy a
more leisurelymorning in a canoe anorokoro(dugout)
poled along by a local guide

A safari is alvays a game of chanc#&/hatand how much
you see degnds on luck, your own keen eyesigirid
your gui de 84 yoeocamppmettywelh c e .
guarante¢hatyouw o nb& tlsappointedUnlike many other African countrieshere numerous safari vehicles
sonetimes surroundne exotic animain Botswana only three vehicles are petedtto view wildlife at close
guartersat the same tim&Vhen a fourth vehiclarrives, one ha® leave A wise policy.

On your return to camp, after a visit to fileo with a vewo (a threesided private toilet overlooking a river or

plain), youd Isit downto a hearty brunctvith fellow travelers who hail from all part$ the world, brought

together througla common interesh natural history and the great outdqamsd talkabouwhaty o udve .j ust
Afterwards youcanwander back to your room to relax and assnvariably hot and sunny, take a dip or a nap, or

sit on your deck in shorts or swimsuit with a book or binocul@fgere you might see a lone male elephant amgbl
across the distant landscape, three or four giraffe peering your way over the top of papyras sepask of wild

dog trotting hrough water in search of prey.

A member of the camp staff will escort you to your quarters,
wher e youbébl lyfahasleep quickly are blisséuily n
to the sounds of the African night.

Ataroundfouro 6 c lyoald | | repeat tbhaekb the dnmgrdom foehigh teaechaiceé of g
guiche,sandwiches, carrot cakend jam tartsbefore heading odbr an afternoorgame drive. Three or four
exhilarating hours lateafterseeing countless animals and birds anfbying a cold beer or whisky sour in the
bush as the sun setad turns fiery red y o u déckto cangpaTtiereafter another quick showgdeelinga little
tired but completet content, yod Isit down withyour hoststhe camp management tegim a threecourse
candlelight dinner with fine South Africavines.Y ou mayalsobe entertained with staff singsong.

At around t en,earleromrdteeifyeunf oo cl ock
prefer andif y o u idot chattingo fellow travelers

or dozing by the campfire, a member of the camp sjaff

will escort youback to your quarteysvherey o u 6 |
almost certainlyfall asleepquickly and blissfully to
the sounds dthe African night Later, against the
background of croaking frogs ahéssing crickets
you may awaken suddenly tiee yelping of a hyena
or the growling of a lion.

There ae two ways of getting to Madnby air and by ||
road. A number of African airlinesyflinto
Francistown and GaberoriRegular daily service
operates to both cities, whereud ltransfer to a light
aircraft to completgourtrip. The main roads today
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are all tarredbut there are few of therand a journey by automobile is invarialddyig and tiring. You have to stop
frequently to give way to impala, giraffe, zebaan d huge e | epuchauicker dn@ modesonvenhidiad s
go by air.

The majority ofvisitors arrive in Botswana by
way of South AfricaS i n c eo closeriost like
to conclude theisafars by visitingthe
spectaculakllctorla FaIIs in neighbouring

visit.

The all-inclusive cost for a Botswanaildlife
safaridepend®n which camps you choase
some are morkixurious tharother® andthe
lengh of thetour. The altinclusive cost for a
safariin Botswana that you accelsg airis a real
bargain compared tsafaris in other countries
that you accedsy road.Prices rangérom several
thousand dollars for mine- or 10-day tip to
$15,000t0 $20,000 for 18 to 21 dayblost

Vi sitors hanhgvely penrsaadydescribeGheir joumegsi t tigof a lifetimeo

| first went to Botswana in 196&fter spending a little over a yeaorking in nearby South Africand have been
back a number of times over the ladtyears, leading photo safarls®s one ofmy favourite safari destinations.

For informationaboutDavi d Ski |l |l ands
annualsafarito Botswana and Zamhia
please visit

www.skillansafaris.com/dawvskillan-tours.html
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