ON SAFARIIN  EAST AFRICA
| t O striptohaelifetime and the ultimate adventure!

by David Skillan

Ever dreamedf going on safari in East Africalidgng by the profusion of TV docnentaries about African
wildlife, apparently many people hav&ut for yeas, owing to prohibitive costs, only Hollywood movie stars and
the very wealthy could afford it.

This situation has changed dramatically since the €%0s when jet travel for the masses really starfedafari
may still be a trip of a lifetimebut itis now well within the financial reach of budgebnscious travellers.

Safariis a Swahili word that has been adopdeound the worldo represent any type of rugged journey. In East
Africa, howeverwh et her youb6re maki ng ahewoastd embarkinha thneeveep ¢ o un:
expeditrieongoiynogubfion safari .o

Recognizing its wildlife as a prized national
heritage, Kenya banned hunting in 19Biinging
the days of the hunt@rgiumphant returto camp
bearingleopardskin andelephaitusk trgphiesto

an end at least in Kenyalanzania still permits
hunting but only in certain restricted aredtunting
is, of coursebanned in allTanzaniargame reserve
andnationalparks.

Sincethe 1970sphoto safaris have become
increasingly poplar, as more and more peopilave
cometoshoodat t he worl dos |
of big game with camesarecordng their
adventures on filner disk One popular excursion
is to float over the East African plains in a balloo
followed by a champagr@eakfast.

For the firsttime visitor to Kenya andranzania (many seasoned traeet will tell you these two countries offer
the finest wildlife viewing in all of Africathoughothers claim Botswana or Zambia is the heste of the most
popular and coprehensive holidays is a tweeek safari followed by a few dag$ relaxationonthe renowned
coral coastf the Indian Oceaanr onthe island of Zanzibar.

Most people are xacted by the welknown names: Treetopahere Princess Elizabeth first heafdite deattof
her father, King George VMeru, former home of Elsa the lioness; Masai Mamd Serengeti, scene of the
remarkable migration of plains game; Olduvai
Gorge better known as the Cradle of Mankind
Ngorongoro, the woel do
ManyaraPark, once famous for its treimbing
lions; Lake Nakuru, awispiring scene of a
million pink flamingoesand Amboseli, dominated
by Africads highest an
the 19,346foot snowcapped Kilimanjaro.

The best times to sit are September to April, whe
the days are warm to hot, cleand sunnyThe
rains bothlong and short,dil in the intervening
months makingthe game more dispersed, the earf]
roads slippery and dangerous, and vehiliédse to
bogdown. Throughouthe yearexceptonthe
lower plains andhe coast where it tends to get
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humid), nights can be cool and even very cold.

Most Kenyansafaris begin and end in Nairobi, and Tanzanian safaris in Arysheand your companionset off
in acomfortable, speaily reinforced Nissan or Toyota safari cruiser véthop-up roofdriven by an English
speakingAfrican driver with an easyo-remembemBiblical namesuch aMohammed, Samugbr JoshuaYou find
him friendly and courteous, with an encyclopedic knowleafggnimals, eyes like a hawénd an incredible
instind for seeking out the most watbmouflaged and distant gamdeskillful, dedicated ma, he isonly too
anxious to show offiis country and describe in detail the remarkable bird and wildlife.

Whicheve safari circuit you followthe game drive traviehg pattern is the samé&.h e r kiSusely but bumpy

and sometimes dusty ride fitreeto four hours orablack earth or red murram track to either a game lodge or
tented campwhere you arrivén time for lunch or tealhere you spend one or two nights before proceeding to the
next overnight stopSleep comes easily after an excitifgl day, and you quickly drop off to the strge sounds of
the African night only to beawakenedy a lion roaringn the distance, a hyena cackling in the busarby,or a

hippo or zebra grazing on the lawn outside your tent or room.

Therebs a thrild]l and wonder,
as well as an element of risk,
in being close to big game
in its natural habitat.

The ideal times to viewame are early morning and late afternaginen wildlife is most activeAs you drive, yu
stopfrequently to get the lay of the land through binocylansl to take photograph&fter lunch, the hottest time
of the day, you write postcards, take a,ramo fora dip in the lodge popWhile much of the wildlife retires
under coveto rest After four-o 6 ¢ | o bidcuitg aadasandwiches (a tradition that dates back to the British
colonial era), you go game viewinggain returning to your lodge at dusk

The lodges and tented camps are situatedtwooredriving hours apartlt comes as a great surprise to most
travelers to find modern buildings and facilities with all the comforts of haften in spectacular surroundings, in
the middle of nowhere.

Spacious dining rooms, elegant lounga®d outdoor swimming pools are the noBome lodges are even built
close to water hokeor salt licks, so you can spaiamefrom your bedroom or while sipping a sundowner on the
verandahThe tented camps are mogqeproofed, have their own showers and toilets, patod fourposter beds
andarecurrently enjoying an upsurge in popularigot that long agpTanzania lagged well behind Kenya when it
came to decent accommodation, foadd servicebut not anymag. Over the last several years Tanzania has
caught up, thanks mostly to Kenpasedotel chainéexparsioninto the regionThe most conspicuous is the
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Serena Groupvhose worldclass properties are memberdtud Leading Hotels of the Worldltd., and ceowned
by His Royal Highness, the Aga Khan.

The food isgood and there is plenty of it.
Western dishes are served atsafari stopsand
Swabhili food is occasionally on the menu, but
most international visitors consider it too bland
for their tasts. Both countries are well known for
their beerswhich regularly win competitions at
international festivaldn Kenya the favorite
brands are Tusker and White Cap, while in
Tanzaniathey areSafari, Serengetiand
Kilimanjaro.

Thereds a t haswelldsareetementwo nd
of risk, in being close to big game its natural

habitat From beginning to endhe trip is one big
adventureThe adrenalin flows when your vehicle

pulls up close to a pride of lion, or when an

elephant throws up histrunkandmak an fl 6|
scareyold moc k ltchsarmeet. -f or th
heartedYoub6re bound to see a ,d& hyernasdevourirgthe lereainsdf a cardébat ur e s |,
will probably witness a fight between baboons, and you might even come face twith a buffalo or elephant

near the lodge after darkhis is rot a concern these days, thank#h fact thamostlodgesaresurrounded by

electric fenceso keep the most ferocious animals at bay.

| s 6everyone6s a mliBigFiviedaepham, rhmae leuffalbfligni aa d s | e cepoagiddred They
the most dangerous speci¥so u 6 | | &l exeepttpbssibly leopard, which is secretive and elusgiith

largely nocturnal hunting habit(.o ud 1l | al so s ee z e baffgostricjand difeerenetgpestof war
gazelle, plus a huge variety otheranimals, birdsand flora that you hardly knew existdtast Africa is home to

no fewer than 200 bird species, some of which are resygantound, while others migrate to anwifn Europe.

The coastlines of Kenya and Tanzania are equally exotic, but Kenya is the more sophisticated and developed, with
somesixty resorts and hotels north and south of Mombada,e countr yo6s pr-lagesticiiydhe por t
famed Indian ©ean coast boasts miles of s@fhite, sandy beaches amehrm, crystatclear waters, and most of

the hotels have discos, displays of native dan@nd romantic candl¢ldinners.Since the early 1970&uropeans
havebeen flockingo this exotic coastie, many regarding it as their Hawéaiexpensive charter flights regularly

bring thousands of Germans, Brits, Scandinaviand Italiansbent on escaping winter and lying in the sNorth
Americans tend to overlook this aréat the impressive Araén architecture, coral regandnationalmarineparks

are worth seeing.

Not everything in this Garden of Eden is as Ilt
should be however Despite considerable
conservation efforts, some of the animal
species are dwindling?oaching andoss of
habitat hae taken their toll. In the early
1960swhenl first lived and worked in
Kenya there were some 20,000 black rhino
alone.Sadly, today there are fewer tha®0.
The great herds of elephant that once roamjd
the East African forests and plajmghich |
knewas a young mathave beemreatly
reducel and fragmentecand today you
usually see them oniy small family groups.

East Africa has long appealed to the rich a
famous including distinguished Canadian
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artistRobert Bateman. Opralinfrey, on her firsttrip to Africa several years ago, when she were¢aya said it

wasthe best trip of her liféShe is but one on a long list of celebrities, including movie stars (John Wayne,

Katharine Hepburn, Michael Douglas) and writers (Ernest Hemingway, Elspeteyiiaren Blixen), who have
experienced East African safaiske nya, of course, was home to US presi
governmentaéconomist Barack Obama, Sr., wivas born irKanyadhiangand raised ithe sleepy little village of

Ny a n g Bamgetoain western Kenya

Now, increasinglyprdinary people are discoveriigast Africafor themselvesPrices for an alinclusive three
week holiday, including airfare from theestcoastof Canada, deperzh the itinerary and choice of
accommodatiorand range from about $00 per person for aakic camping safari to about $080 for an
exclusive flying safari (instead of tralielg by road you fly everywhereby light aircraft). The average price for a
first-class tour is between $®0and$10000per persondepending on duration and itinerakjost tours include
visits to Masai or Samburu villages, allowing you to witness-fiestd their remarkable lifestyles and traditions.

Go to Africa soon,
before the animals vanish forever.

Whichever safarigu choose  yreobouid to be enchanted by Africa Yllcundéubedly depart from the so
called Dark Continent agreeing with safari veterans whofsayo u may |, leubAlriea will heverr lease
youomdb be surprised i fican safaniyoe haye@amuoderwhelnhing arge tooraturnan Af r

A word of advice go to Africa soon, before some of the animals vanish forever.

For informationa b o u t David Skillanos
annual safari taKenya and Tanzanja
please visit

www.sKillansafaris.com/dawigkillan-tours.html
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